
Carbon offset projects

Current
Portfolio

More than CO2-savings
Our carbon offset projects are always also
promoting sustainable development for the local people



The costs per tonne of CO2 include, but are not limited to the following ClimatePartner services:

•  Comprehensive consulting on the selection of appropriate carbon offset projects

•  Administration and retirement of verified emission reductions in the respective registry (TÜV Austria certified)

•  Provision of the recognized label carbon neutral with an individual ID in different languages

•  Online tracking of your offsets and documentation of project details for highest transparency

•  Provision of confirmation certificates

•  Extensive communication material on all carbon offset projects

•  Invitation to the ClimatePartner Online-Academy and Deep Dives in various languages

Overview of carbon offset projects

This portfolio gives you an overview of a selection of high-quality carbon offset projects which are 
certified according to international standards, as well as background information on the standards and 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

For further carbon offset projects please visit our ClimateMap at www.climate-project.com or contact us.
Last update: January 2023, subject to changes

ID Technology Region Country Standard Description

1294 Clean drinking water Zoba Maekel Eritrea GS VER more details

1087 Carbon offset + 
Ocean protection Worldwide VERs + regional 

commitment more details

1111 Carbon offset + 
regional tree planting

International + 
Germany

VERs + regional 
commitment more details

1387 Wind energy De Aar South Africa VCS more details

1461 Forest protection Cujubim Brazil VCS more details

1463 Afforestation Dingxi China VCS, CCBS more details

1448 Clean cookstoves Nationwide Uganda GS VER more details

1514 Solar energy Ait Ougrour Marocco VCS more details

1272 Wind energy Ovalle Chile GS VER more details

1443 Wind energy Nashik India VCS more details



Improving health and water access
Clean drinking water, Zoba Maekel, Eritrea
Eritrea is highly vulnerable to droughts, floods, soil erosion,
desertification, and land degradation. Suffering from Africa’s highest
levels of food insecurity and malnutrition, this situation is expected
to be exacerbated by climate change. For many rural communities,
the struggle to find safe drinking water can take a major part of a
family‘s resources. Usually, the burden falls on women and children
to collect water, walking a great distance from home. Water drawn
from pools or rivers is often contaminated with potentially lethal
bacteria. Thus, to make water safe to drink it needs to be boiled.

This project helps identify and repair broken boreholes in the Zoba
Maekel district, located in the Central Region of Eritrea, showing
high levels of poverty. Many boreholes are owned by
community-based organizations (CBOs) and have broken down
because maintenance programmes have been poorly managed, or
proved too expensive. This project supports communities in
renovating their boreholes so that they deliver clean water and
breakdowns are quickly fixed.

How does technology for clean drinking water help
fight global warming?
Two billion people in the world have no access to clean drinking
water. Many families have to boil their drinking water over an open
fire, resulting in CO2 emissions and deforestation. Where water can
be cleaned chemically (e.g. with chlorine) or mechanically (with
filters), or where groundwater can be provided from wells, these
CO2 emissions can be avoided.

www.climatepartner.com/1294
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 3 · Good Health and Well-Being
Having access to safe water and not
needing to boil it anymore improves the
livelihood of the local people and reduces
health threats from air pollution and water
contamination.

SDG 5 · Gender Equality
Without the need to boil water before
drinking, especially women and girls spend
less time collecting firewood. This enables
them to access work and education
opportunities.

SDG 6 · Clean Water and Sanitation
By repairing and maintaining existing
boreholes, communities in the area have
free and long-term access to clean drinking
water.

SDG 13 · Climate Action
The project consists of several
self-contained units (VPA). Each of these
units contributes a portion of the project's
total emission reduction.

Project standard
Gold Standard VER (GS VER)

Technology
Clean drinking water

Region
Zoba Maekel, Eritrea

Validated by
Gold Standard

Verified by
Gold Standard

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1294

Status: 06.01.2023



An international carbon offset project combined
with additional plastic collection
Carbon offset + Ocean protection, 1 t CO2 + 10 kg
plastic, Worldwide
The CO2 offsetting is done entirely through one of our following
carbon offset projects, which are certified according to international
standards. Every tonne of CO2 offset enables the Plastic Bank
initiative to stop 10 kg of plastic waste from entering the ocean.

This carbon offset project uses solar power to produce renewable e
nergy (climatepartner.com/1429). It involves the installation of solar
PV modules in the three Indian states Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, and
Maharashtra and has a capacity of 225 megawatt hours.

Combined projects to date: solar energy, Jaloya, India
(climatepartner.com/1390), wind energy, Luzon, Philippines
(climatepartner.com/1091) and wind energy, Vader Piet, Aruba
(climatepartner.com/1040).

Our additional commitment: 10 kg of plastic collected
for every tonne of CO2 offset
Beyond guaranteed emission reductions through one of our
certified carbon offset projects, this program has an additional
regional commitment to help protect our seas.

The ocean stores a quarter of the CO2 from the atmosphere and
even 93 percent of the heat caused by the greenhouse effect -
making it a major brake on climate change. Warming, overfishing,
pollutants and waste endanger this balancing function. Over 8
million tonnes of plastic waste end up in the sea every year.
Especially in developing countries that often lack infrastructure for
proper waste disposal.

Plastic Bank empowers ethical recycling communities in vulnerable
coastal areas. Community members exchange plastic at local
collection branches for life-improving benefits, such as health and
life insurance, meal vouchers and secure income.

www.climatepartner.com/1087
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 1 · No Poverty
Members receive a fair &amp; stable
income for the plastic they collect. Plastic
Bank pays additional incentives to further
improve quality of life and access to life
necessities.

SDG 9 · Industry, Innovation and
Infrastructure
In regions with a lack of waste
management infrastructure, Plastic Bank
connects shippers, plastics processors,
freighters and builds a recycling circular
economy.

SDG 13 · Climate Action
Healthy oceans are vital to stabilising the
climate; the wind park in the Philippines
generates verified Gold Standard emission
reductions.

SDG 14 · Life below Water
By offsetting one tonne of CO2, 10 kg of
plastic are collected. This corresponds to
approx. 500 plastic bottles. In this way, the
project protects marine life, microorganisms
and endangered species.

Project standard
Kombiprojekt: VERs + Regionales
Engagement (Combined Project:
VERs + Regional Commitment)

Technology
Carbon offset + Ocean protection

Region
1 t CO2 + 10 kg plastic, Worldwide

Additional commitment implemented by
Plastic Bank

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1087

Status: 06.01.2023



An international carbon offset project combined
with additional regional commitment
Carbon offset + tree planting , 1 t CO2 + 1 tree,
International + Germany
CO2 offsetting is done entirely through one of our following carbon
offset projects, which are certified according to international
standards. For every tonne of CO2 offset there, we plant an
additional tree in Germany and can thus contribute to our forests
adapting to climate change.

This carbon offset project protects 99,035 ha of Amazon rainforest,
home to a great diversity of plants and animals
(climatepartner.com/1475). The project area is located in Lábrea in
the Brazilian Amazonas state.

Combined projects to date: forest protection, Pará, Brazil
(climatepartner.com/1056) and forest protection, Mataven, Colombia
(climatepartner.com/1402).

Our additional commitment: One tree for every tonne
of CO2 offset
With our combined projects, we link guaranteed emission reductions
through a certified carbon offset project with regional commitment.
Because European ecosystems are also affected by climate
change: forest fires are destroying large areas, pests are spreading
particularly quickly in weakened forests. Tree species such as
spruce suffer from drought and heat because their shallow roots do
not reach deeper layers of soil containing water. That is why we
support afforestation and the conversion of forests to mixed forests.

We carry out tree plantings in cooperation with organisations that dr
aw on years of in-depth expertise. Our customers also get to take
part in the planting activities and experience the forest up close.

www.climatepartner.com/1111
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 3 · Good Health and Well-Being
Forests reduce noise and the amount of
pollutants and dust in the air. The positive
health effect of staying in the forest has
been scientifically evident.

SDG 12 · Responsible Consumption and
Production
Wood is one of the few renewable
resources.

SDG 13 · Climate Action
Forests store large amounts of CO2. They
have positive effects on the global, regional
and local climate.

SDG 15 · Life on Land
Forests are diverse recreational areas for
all population groups. They also protect
from erosion, avalanches, flooding and high
tide. For many animal, plant and fungal
species, the forest is the habitat that
provides them with food and shelter.

Project standard
Kombiprojekt: VERs + Regionales
Engagement (Combined Project:
VERs + Regional Commitment)

Technology
Carbon offset + tree planting

Region
1 t CO2 + 1 tree, International +
Germany

Additional commitment implemented by
Unsere Baumpflanzpartner

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1111

Status: 06.01.2023



Wind energy fosters community benefits in
South Africa
Wind energy, De Aar, South Africa
Close to the town of De Aar in South Africa, 96 wind turbines have
been producing an average of 439,600 MWh of electricity per year
since 2017, which is being fed into the South African grid. The aim of
the project is to harness the region's wind energy potential to
balance its energy needs in a sustainable way.

The share of electricity now supplied by the wind farm would have
otherwise been generated by fossil fuels. The wind power project
avoids about 433,920 tonnes of CO2 emissions per year. In addition
to the environmental benefits, the project assists the local
community by creating jobs and improving the access to
healthcare. The project supports local football clubs by funding
equipment, events, travel and much more. It also provides financial
funds to the Richmond Untied Ladies Football Club, the only female
club in De Aar playing in the premier league.

How wind energy contributes to climate action
As the name suggests, wind turbines use the power of the wind to
generate energy. During this process, a generator located inside
the wind turbine converts kinetic energy into electrical energy.
Fossil fuels are predominantly used in many regions over the world
to generate power, however, it is preferable that a transition is
made to the use of clean wind energy to reduce some of these
carbon emissions because clean energy verifiably reduces CO2

emissions.

In most cases, the sustainably generated electricity from the wind
power projects is fed into a regional power grid, which diversifies
the power supply and improves energy security in regions that are
frequently affected by power shortages and outages. A project
often creates increased job opportunities for the local population
and the area can be used for additional activities, such as
agriculture. Wind power projects make an important contribution to
a clean energy supply worldwide and contribute to sustainable
development with respect to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

www.climatepartner.com/1387
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 3 · Good Health and Well-Being
The project provides health services to the
local community including primary
healthcare, dental, eye and COVID-19
related services with a Mobile Health Clinic.
So far, 35,251 people have been screened.

SDG 4 · Quality Education
The project supports a math enrichment
programme for pupils in 10 primary and 4
high schools to and encourage interest in
this subject. Three Early Childhood
Development Centres were renovated to
support about 155 children between 2 and
6. About 108 students are currently on the
project’s bursary scheme that covers
tuition, accommodation, books, food, and
laptops.

SDG 7 · Affordable and Clean Energy
The project provides 439,600 MWh of
clean electricity to the grid per year.

Project standard
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS)

Technology
Wind energy

Region
De Aar, South Africa

Estimated annual emission reductions
433,929 t CO2e

Validated by
Carbon Check (India) Private Ltd.

Verified by
TÜV SÜD South Asia Private
Limited

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1387

Status: 06.01.2023



Training local stakeholders how to manage
forests sustainably
Forest protection, Cujubim, Brazil
This REDD+ project is located in the State of Rondônia, Brazil. The
project’s 72,843 hectares area acts as a guardian of the rich
biodiversity of the region, also serving as an ecological corridor
between the local conservation areas. The aim is to improve the
quality of life, offering social empowerment by training farmers in
sustainable farming practices and forest management. There are
some important biodiversity conservation goals, including the
maintenance of forest coverage and the protection of several
wildlife species.

It’s been recognized by the Food and Agricultural Organization of
the United Nations as being an exemplary case of sustainable
forest management in Latin America and the Caribbean and is
certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), as a world
reference in sustainable timber production. By preventing
unplanned deforestation, about 7,457,910 tonnes of CO2 emissions
will be avoided during the project lifetime.

How does forest protection help fight global
warming?
Forests are not only among the planet's most important carbon
reservoirs. They also are home to an enormous diversity of species
and are the livelihood for all people. However, global forest areas
have declined sharply in recent decades due to increasing
settlement, agricultural use, illegal logging and mining.

Forest protection projects ensure that forests are preserved in the
long term and that the protection of forests is given a higher value
than their deforestation. Together with the local population, project
participants protect the area from negative influences. To allow for
this the projects create alternative sources of income and
educational opportunities. Depending on the project region, forests
store varying amounts of carbon per hectare. Particularly high
amounts of carbon are stored in the vegetation and soil of tropical
swamp forests, primary rainforests or mangroves.

www.climatepartner.com/1461
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 1 · No Poverty
The project employs 55 local people and
offers training in the development of skills
relating to forest and non-timber forest
management.

SDG 4 · Quality Education
Local stakeholders are empowered by
providing capacity-building and training
workshops for members of local
associations, producers and farm
employees on issues such as agro-forestry
systems, low carbon agriculture,
sustainable forest management, and
environmental education.

SDG 12 · Responsible Consumption and
Production
To ensure the continued protection of
natural resources, minimal impact
harvesting techniques are adopted, these
are compliant with all current legislation
and forest certification principles.

SDG 15 · Life on Land
The project contributes to the conservation
of high value forests in an area rich in
natural beauty and biodiversity.

Project standard
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS)

Technology
Forest protection

Region
Cujubim, Brazil

Estimated annual emission reductions
248,598 t CO2e

Validated by
Rainforest Alliance

Verified by
Earthood Services Private Limited

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1461

Status: 06.01.2023



Turning degraded farmlands into healthy
ecosystems
Afforestation, Dingxi, China
This project located in the city of Dingxi in the central part of Gansu
province, China will contribute to a healthier environment by
increasing forested areas in previously barren lands. The
afforestation, reforestation, and re-vegetation activities are
expected to increase forest cover by 49,060 hectares over the
project lifespan. This also positively impacts biodiversity due to the
planting of indigenous tree species that will offer a healthy habitat
for native plant and animal species. The project’s regenerative
activities will develop healthy ecosystems which contribute to
saving approximately 45,600,530 tonnes of CO2 over the project
lifespan.

Due to degraded farmland, a natural renewal of the project area is
not possible without intervention. The goal of the project, next to
reducing CO2 emissions, is to prevent further desertification while
improving the quality of life of local residents through employment
and training opportunities, particularly for women.

How does reforestation/afforestation/revegetation
contribute to climate action?
Forests are essential in our lives and are among the planet's most
important carbon sinks. Besides providing habitats for wildlife, they
filter the air, stabilise and protect soils, store water, and contribute
to the balance of our climate. However, global forest areas have
declined sharply in recent decades due to increasing settlements,
agriculture, illegal logging, and raw material extraction.
Afforestation, reforestation, and revegetation activities significantly
increase a forest’s carbon storage capacity in both the biomass of
the forest and in the soil. The storage capacity varies according to
the tree species, age, and location. Experts distinguish these
activities in the following way:

Afforestation converts non-forested areas into forest ones.
Reforestation restores forest areas that have been damaged or
deforested in the past. Revegetation increases the vegetation
through planting trees, shrubs, or other plants.

www.climatepartner.com/1463
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 1 · No Poverty
Women and vulnerable people who come
from the poorest local households were not
only provided with equal opportunities but
also consciously ensured that they can
participate in the project.

SDG 5 · Gender Equality
60% of the total number of people receiving
training and income opportunities are
women.

SDG 13 · Climate Action
The project is set to avoid about 706,810
tonnes CO2 annually.

SDG 15 · Life on Land
The project improves the quality and
quantity of the vegetation, and enhances
biodiversity conservation by increasing the
connectivity of forests which is critical for
wildlife.

Project standard
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS)
CCBS

Technology
Afforestation

Region
Dingxi, China

Estimated annual emission reductions
706,810 t CO2e

Validated by
TÜV NORD CERT GmbH

Verified by
TÜV NORD CERT GmbH

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1463

Status: 06.01.2023



Efficient cookstoves reduce deforestation in
Uganda
Clean cookstoves, Nationwide, Uganda
These project activities replace conventional and less efficient
cookstoves in Uganda with improved cookstoves. Three objectives
are being pursued: reducing fuel consumption, improving the health
of the population in Uganda, and reducing deforestation.

More than 90 percent of households in Uganda use firewood or
charcoal for cooking. Therefore, cooking with wood is one of the
main reasons for deforestation in the country. Since the improved
cookstoves distributed within this programme are much more
efficient, they use significantly less wood. This not only saves CO2

emissions but also improves people's health by reducing indoor air
pollution.

How do cookstoves help fight global warming?
In many of the world's poorer regions, families cook their meals
over an open fire, often in enclosed spaces. This method of cooking
is however not energy efficient, as large amounts of heat go to
waste. Clean cooking stoves are often simple devices made from
metal or clay that use energy more efficiently. Families can thus
save fuel and cut down on carbon emissions. Sometimes the stoves
are even used in small businesses.

www.climatepartner.com/1448
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 3 · Good Health and Well-Being
Indoor air pollution, caused in particular by
conventional stoves, is significantly
reduced.

SDG 5 · Gender Equality
The efficient cookstoves save time on
cooking and firewood collection. Since
women are typically in charge of these
tasks, they can invest the time saved in
other activities.

SDG 8 · Decent Work and Economic
Growth
The project will create jobs in marketing,
sales and technical support.

SDG 15 · Life on Land
The project activities also reduce
deforestation in the region as less firewood
is consumed. Thus, the stress on the forest
is reduced and the way towards
sustainable forest management is paved.

Project standard
Gold Standard VER (GS VER)

Technology
Clean cookstoves

Region
Nationwide, Uganda

Validated by
Carbon Check (India) Private Ltd.

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1448

Status: 06.01.2023



Sustainable and secure energy supply through
solar power
Solar energy, Ait Ougrour, Morocco
Having solar energy available locally, helps to meet the rising
demand for electricity without compromising energy security and
environmental sustainability. However, Morocco heavily relies on
imported coal and oil for energy generation which causes high
emissions. This project helps to increase the share of renewable
energy in the overall electricity mix and also reduces the
dependency on fossil fuels by installing a solar power plant with a
capacity of 150 MW.

The plant that is located about 200 km southeast of Marrakesh
supplies around 500 GWh per year to the Moroccan electricity grid.
By replacing some of the fossil fuel-based energy with clean
electricity the project saves about 134,620 tonnes of CO2 emissions
annually. It also offers job opportunities for local people and
promotes the development of solar energy in the country.

How does solar energy help fight global warming?
Since energy from solar panels is created without burning fossil
fuels, it is considered emission-free. The growth of renewable
energy production is essential to prevent global warming and
secure energy supplies for the future. The amount of emissions
saved by a solar energy project is calculated using the baseline
method: how much CO2 would be released by generating the same
amount of energy using standard energy production methods for
the region?

www.climatepartner.com/1514
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 7 · Affordable and Clean Energy
By providing 500 GWh of renewable
energy to the national grid, the project
promotes the use of solar energy potential
in Morocco.

SDG 8 · Decent Work and Economic
Growth
During development, construction, and the
operation of the plant the project creates
job opportunities in the area. The project
also promotes the development of skills in
manufacturing, construction and operation
of power plants.

SDG 13 · Climate Action
The project saves about 270,151 tonnes of
CO2 emissions per year.

Project standard
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS)

Technology
Solar energy

Region
Ait Ougrour, Morocco

Estimated annual emission reductions
270,151 t CO2e

Validated by
4K Earth Sciences Private Limited

Verified by
4K Earth Sciences Private Limited

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1514

Status: 06.01.2023



Promoting clean wind energy in Chile
Wind energy, Ovalle, Chile
The municipality of Ovalle is located about three hundred
kilometres north of the capital Santiago de Chile, in the Chilean
region of Coquimbo. Here, the two wind farms called "El Pacifico"
and "La Cebada" with a total of 57 wind turbines and an installed
capacity of 109.6 MW supply electricity from renewable energy
sources. In July 2014, the wind turbines began operating and
generate an average of 290 GWh of clean electricity per year,
which is fed into the central electricity grid (SIC).

As a result, the two wind farms contribute valuably to climate
action: since this amount of electricity would have otherwise been
produced with the help of fossil fuels, the carbon offset project
saves around 197,420 tonnes of CO2 per year – and contributes to
the energy transition in Chile by expanding the renewable energy
sector. In addition, it also promotes sustainable development in the
region by creating long-term jobs in Ovalle.

How wind energy contributes to climate action
As the name suggests, wind turbines use the power of the wind to
generate energy. During this process, a generator located inside
the wind turbine converts kinetic energy into electrical energy.
Fossil fuels are predominantly used in many regions over the world
to generate power, however, it is preferable that a transition is
made to the use of clean wind energy to reduce some of these
carbon emissions because clean energy verifiably reduces CO2

emissions.

In most cases, the sustainably generated electricity from the wind
power projects is fed into a regional power grid, which diversifies
the power supply and improves energy security in regions that are
frequently affected by power shortages and outages. A project
often creates increased job opportunities for the local population
and the area can be used for additional activities, such as
agriculture. Wind power projects make an important contribution to
a clean energy supply worldwide and contribute to sustainable
development with respect to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

www.climatepartner.com/1272
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 7 · Affordable and Clean Energy
The project supplies an average of 290,544
MWh of clean electricity per year to the
Chilean grid.

SDG 8 · Decent Work and Economic
Growth
The project has created local job
opportunities for the construction and
operation of the wind park.

SDG 13 · Climate Action
The project saves about 197,420 tonnes of
CO2 emissions per year.

Project standard
Gold Standard VER (GS VER)

Technology
Wind energy

Region
Ovalle, Chile

Estimated annual emission reductions
197,424 t CO2e

Verified by
Earthood Services Private Limited

Validated by
Instituto Colombiano de Normas
Técnicas y Certificación –
ICONTEC

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1272

Status: 06.01.2023



Wind power replaces parts of fossil energy
Wind energy, Nashik, India
Coal-based thermal power plants are one of the main sources of
energy in India and also one of the largest CO2 emitters. This
carbon offset project in the Nashik region in Maharashtra, India,
replaces parts of the fossil energy by feeding renewable wind
energy into the regional NEWNE power grid, which supplies north,
east, west and northeast India. Four wind turbines with a total
capacity of six megawatts were installed for this purpose.

The wind project generates approximately 12,530 megawatt hours
of electricity per year and saves approximately 11,560 tons of CO2.
With this and the creation of local jobs, the project contributes to
sustainable development in India.

How wind energy contributes to climate action
As the name suggests, wind turbines use the power of the wind to
generate energy. During this process, a generator located inside
the wind turbine converts kinetic energy into electrical energy.
Fossil fuels are predominantly used in many regions over the world
to generate power, however, it is preferable that a transition is
made to the use of clean wind energy to reduce some of these
carbon emissions because clean energy verifiably reduces CO2

emissions.

In most cases, the sustainably generated electricity from the wind
power projects is fed into a regional power grid, which diversifies
the power supply and improves energy security in regions that are
frequently affected by power shortages and outages. A project
often creates increased job opportunities for the local population
and the area can be used for additional activities, such as
agriculture. Wind power projects make an important contribution to
a clean energy supply worldwide and contribute to sustainable
development with respect to the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

www.climatepartner.com/1443
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Contribution to the UN
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs)

SDG 7 · Affordable and Clean Energy
The wind project generates approximately
12,530 megawatt hours of electricity per
year.

SDG 8 · Decent Work and Economic
Growth
During installation, commissioning and
operation of the wind turbine generators,
jobs were created for the local population.

SDG 13 · Climate Action
The project saves about 11,560 tonnes of
CO2 emissions per year.

Project standard
Verified Carbon Standard (VCS)

Technology
Wind energy

Region
Nashik, India

Estimated annual emission reductions
11,562 t CO2e

Verified by
TÜV SÜD South Asia Private
Limited

Further information
www.climatepartner.com/1443

Status: 06.01.2023



Annotations

International mechanisms for climate action

Criteria for carbon offset projects

Carbon offset projects must fulfill internationally recognized criteria and standards and must be certified accordingly.  
The most important criteria are the following:

VERs – Verified Emission Reductions

Emission reductions from voluntary carbon offset projects work 
according to the same concept as the CDM and JI. Each project 
is verified by independent service providers who regularly 
review the emission reductions. A project generates carbon 
credits, known as Verified Emission Reductions (VERs), in the 
amount of these savings. Companies that are not subject to 
mandatory emissions trading can use these verified emission 
reductions to offset their emissions. The voluntary market also 
allows for projects with lower volumes of CO2 savings to gain 
access to financing through the sale of certificates. In addition 
to CO2 reductions, most projects make additional contributions 
to local sustainable development.

Clean Development Mechanism and Joint Implementation 
(CDM/JI)

The principle of offsetting greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is 
one of the flexible mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol: the Clean 
Development Mechanism (CDM) and Joint Implementation (JI). 
Both mechanisms are essential tools for global climate action. 
They provide flexibility to industrial countries to achieve their 
emission reduction targets. While carbon offset projects in de-
veloping and transition countries are implemented through the 
CDM, JI projects are situated in industrial countries committed 
to the Kyoto Protocol. A prerequisite for the implementation of JI 
projects is that the CO2 savings of these projects are calculated 
from the respective national greenhouse gas balance in order 
to avoid double counting. In developing and transition countries, 
the CDM acts as a driver for the transfer of clean technologies 
and sustainable economic development.

Additionality

It must be ensured that the implementation of the project would 
not have been possible without the additional funding through 
emissions trading. The project must therefore rely on revenue 
from the sale of certified emission reductions to cover its  
financing demand.

Exclusion of double counting

It must be ensured that the avoided carbon emissions are only  
credited once (to the verified emission reductions owner’s  
emissions). Specifically, this means that verified emission reducti-
ons can only be sold once and must be retired in the  
corresponding registry.

Permanence

The emission reductions must be secured in the future, for 
example carbon sequestration in forests must be guaranteed 
long-term. Afforested land that is re-transformed into a pasture 
through slash-and-burn practices after just a few years cannot 
generate verified emission reductions as a carbon offset project.

Regular verification by independent third parties

Carbon offset projects must be verified periodically by inde-
pendent third parties (e.g. TÜV, SGS, DNV) to ensure that all the 
above criteria are met. Through the verification, the effectively 
avoided carbon emissions are determined retrospectively  
before the verified emission reductions can be traded.



Standards for the certification of carbon offset projects

Gold Standard (GS) 
The Gold Standard for carbon offset projects 
was developed with the participation of the 
WWF and 40 other NGOs. The standard sets 
particularly strict requirements regarding 
additionality, sustainable development and 
involvement of the local population and 
has so far only been applicable to renew-
able energy, energy efficiency and waste 
management projects. The methodology 
was extended in 2013 with the adoption of 
the CarbonFix Standard, so land use and 
forestry projects may now also be certified 
according to the Gold Standard. 

Further information on the Gold Standard: 
www.goldstandard.org

Plan Vivo Standard 
The Plan Vivo Standard supports rural com-
munities and small farmers in the sustaina-
ble usage of their resources, their livelihoods 
and the preservation of local ecosystems. 
The standard has its roots in a Mexican 
research project conducted in 1994 by ECCM 
(Edinburgh Centre of Carbon Management) 
and the British Department for International 
Development. Since 2013, clear guidelines 
have been included to involve the local po- 
pulation at an early stage and to share the 
proceeds from emissions trading with them. 
Income from the sale of verified emission 
reductions is distributed directly to the  
participating communities with the aim of 
reducing rural poverty and improving  
livelihoods. 

Further information about the  
Plan Plan Vivo Standard: 
www.planvivo.org  

VCS – Verified Carbon Standard 
More than half of the global voluntary emis-
sion reductions are validated and verified 
according to the Verified Carbon Standard 
(VCS). The standard contains precise reg-
ulations for the determination of emission 
reductions for different project types like 
afforestation, wind power or cookstoves. 
Control through independent third parties, 
transparency and a conservative approach 
for the calculations are binding require-
ments. Credits generated by these projects 
are called Verified Carbon Units (VCU).

Further information about the VCS: 
verra.org/project/vcs-program  

CCBS – Climate, Community and 
Biodiversity Standard 
The Climate, Community and Biodiversity 
Alliance (CCBA) was founded in 2003 by a 
cooperation of NGOs und research instituti-
ons. The purpose is to support land use and 
forestry projects that fulfil other social and 
ecological criteria in addition to CO2 reduction. 
For certification, a project must meet a total 
of fourteen criteria, whereby the standard can 
only be awarded to projects in addition to other 
standards, such as the VCS. The CCB „Gold 
Level“ status is given to projects that achieve 
exceptionally positive effects in adapting to 
climate change, promoting local communities 
and preserving biodiversity. 

The CCB standards are additional standards 
designed to support and promote land ma-
nagement activities, which sustainably combat 
global climate change, improve the well-being 
and poverty of local communities and conserve 
biodiversity. The CCB Standard alone does 
not result in the delivery of verified emission 
reductions.

Further information about the CCB Standard:  
verra.org/project/ccb-program  

Social Carbon Standard 
Another additional standard is the Social 
Carbon Standard, which analyses the 
social, ecological and economic impacts of 
a carbon offset project in detail to ensure 
sustainable development with the partici-
pation of the local population. The stand-
ard determines the concrete progress of a 
project by means of transparent indices and 
it documents their progress over time.

Further information about Social Carbon 
Standard: www.socialcarbon.org 

Fairtrade Carbon Standard
Only projects with renewable energies or  
energy efficiency already certified according 
to the Gold Standard can be certified with 
the Fairtrade Carbon Standard. They gener-
ate the so-called Fairtrade Carbon Credits. 

The Fairtrade Carbon Standard supports 
people and areas that are most affected by 
climate change (MAPA), such as small farm-
ers and rural communities. The communities 
also receive a Fairtrade bonus enabling 
them to adapt to climate change. 

Fairtrade Carbon Credits are only avail-
able for certain companies and products: 
only Fairtrade-certified products are 
allowed to become carbon neutral, and 
companies have to meet certain sustaina-
bility requirements.

https://www.goldstandard.org/
http://www.planvivo.org/
http://verra.org/project/vcs-program/
http://verra.org/project/ccb-program/
http://www.socialcarbon.org/


 
Goal 1  
No Poverty 

End poverty in all its forms everywhere: By 
2030 nobody shall have to live on less than 
1.25 USD per day.

Goal 2 
Zero Hunger 

End hunger, achieve food security and 
improved nutrition and promote sustainable 
agriculture.

Goal 3 
Good Health and Well-Being 

Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being 
for all at all ages. 
 

 
Goal 4 
Quality Education 
Ensure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all.

Goal 5 
Gender Equality 

Achieve gender equality and empower all 
women and girls.

Goal 6 
Clean Water and Sanitation 

Ensure availability and sustainable manage-
ment of water and sanitation for all.

 

The Sustainable Development Goals

The United Nations have set 17 goals for a sustainable development. Both industrial and developing countries are supposed to create better living 
conditions for all humans by the year 2030. This means reasonable economic growth, but also social justice and environmental conservation.  
In order to achieve the goals, the private sector as well as civil society need to take action. The Sustainable Development Goals are:

Goal 7 
Affordable and Clean Energy 
Ensure access to affordable, 

reliable, sustainable and modern energy 
for all.

Goal 8 
Decent Work and Economic 
Growth 

Promote sustained, inclusive and sustain-
able economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all.

 
Goal 9 
Industry, Innovation and  
Infrastructure 

Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclu-
sive and sustainable industrialization and 
foster innovation.

 
 
Goal 10 
Reduced Inequalities 

Reduce inequality within and among coun-
tries.

 
Goal 11 
Sustainable Cities and  
Communities 

Make cities and human settlements inclusive, 
safe, resilient and sustainable.

 
Goal 12 
Sustainable Consumption and 
Production 

Ensure sustainable consumption and produc-
tion patterns.

 

Goal 13 
Climate Action 
Take urgent action to combat 

climate change and its impacts.

 
Goal 14 
Life below Water 
Conserve and sustainably use 

the oceans, seas and marine resources for 
sustainable development.

 
 
Goal 15 
Life on Land 

Protect, restore and promote sustainable 
use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably 
manage forests, combat desertification, and 
halt and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss.

 
Goal 16 
Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions 

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for 
sustainable development, provide access 
to justice for all and build accountable and 
inclusive institutions at all levels.

Goal 17 
Partnerships for the Goals 

Strengthen the means of implementation and 
revitalize the global partnership for sustaina-
ble development.



Your partner for climate action

Get updates and climate action insights. 
Learn more

Explore how your organisation 
can take climate action.
Connect with us

ClimatePartner.com
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